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This Story Sir 7 {. Moray affirmed to have received from the 
Earl of Weymer, Brother in Law to the Lord Sinclair, as ,it was 
written to him from Scotland. 


Of the Mineral of Liege 3 yielding both Brirn- 
ftone and Vitriol., and the may of extracting 
them out of it, ufed at Liege. 


The Account of this Mineral, and of the way of extracting 
both Brimjlone and Vitriol out of it, was procured from Liege, 
by the lately mentioned Sir Robert Moray, and by him commu¬ 
nicated to the T^oyal Society, as follows. 

The Mineral, out of which Brimjlone and Vttrtol are extracted, 
isoneand the fame, not much unlike Lead.ore, having alfo 
oft times much Lead mingled with it, which is feparated from 
it by picking it out of the reft. The Mines refemble our Englifu 
Coal-Mines, dugg according to the depth of the Mineral, 15, 20, 
or more fathoms, as the Vein leads the Workmen , or the fub- 
terranean waters will give them leave, which in Summer fo o- 
verflow the Miles, that the upper waters, by reafon of the 
drought, not fufficing to make the Pumps goe, the Work 
ceafes. 

To make Brimjlone , they break the Stone or Ore into fmall 
pieces, which they put into Crucibles made of Earth, five foot 
long, fquare and Pyramid wife. The Entry is near afoot fquare. 
7 hefe Crucibles are laid floaping, eight undermoft, andfeveu 
above them, as it were betwixt them, that the Fire may come 
ac thetnall, each having its particular Furnace or Oven. The 
BYimftune being diflolved by the violence of the hear, drops out 
at the finall end of the Crucible, and falls into a Leaden- 
Trough or Receptacle, common to all the laid Crucibles, 
through which there runs a continual Rivoiet of cold water, 
conveyed thither by Pipes for the cooling of the diflolved 
Sulphur, which is ordinarily four hours in melting. 1 his done, 
the Allies are drawnout with a crooked Iron, and Being put 
into an Iron Wheel-barrow, are carried our of theHutt, and 
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being laid in a heap, are covered with other elixed or drained 
Alftes, the better to keep them warmjwhich is reiterated,as long 
as they make Brimjlone. 

Tomak cCoperas or Vitriol , they take a quantity of the faid 
Allies,and throwing them into a fquare planked piem the Earth, 
fome four foot deep, and eight foot fquare, they cover the 
fame with ordinary water, and let it lye twenty four hours, or 
untill an Egge will Iwim upon the liquor, which is a fign, that 
it is ftrong enough. When they will boyl this, they let it run 
through Pipes into the Kettles, adding to it half as much Mo¬ 
ther-water, which is that water, that remains after boyling of 
the hardned Coperas. The Kettles are made of Lead, 4 ± toot 
high, 6 foot long, and 3 foot broad, Handing upon thick Iron 
Barrs or Grates. In thefe che Liquor is boyled with a ftrong 
Coal-fire, twenty four hours or more, according to the ftrength 
or weaknefs of the Lee or Water. When it is come to a juft 
coafiftence, the fire is taken away, and the boyled liquor fuf- 
fered to cool fomewhat, and then it is tapp'd out of the faid 
Kettles, through holes beneath iti the fides of them, and con- 
vcyed through wooden Conduits into feveral Receptacles, 
three foot deep and four foot long ( made and ranged not un¬ 
like our 1 an-pits) where it remains fourteen or fifteen dayts, 
or fo long til! the Coperas feparate it felf from the water, and be¬ 
comes icy and hard. The remaining water is the above-men¬ 
tioned Mothcr*watcr - and the elixed or drained Afhes are 
the Dreggs, or Caput mortuum , which the Lee, whereof tie 
Vitriol is made, leaves behind it in the planked Pitts. 


A further Account of Mr. BoyleV Experimen¬ 
tal Hiftory of Cold. 

In the firft Papers of thefe Pbilofopbical Vranfachonsjornc pro* 
mife was made of z fuller account, to be given by the next,of the 
Experimental Hifory of Cold, compofed by the Honourable Mr. 
Robert Boyle 5 it being then fuppofed,that this Hijlory would have 
been altogether printed off at the time of publifliing the Second 

Papers 



